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Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ob-

ject. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. 
Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, I yield 

the floor. 
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I sug-

gest the absence of a quorum. 
Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I 
make a point of order en bloc against a 
list of amendments on the grounds that 
they are not germane under rule XXII. 
The amendments are as follows: 

Warner amendment No. 3620; Vitter 
amendment No. 3628, as modified; 
Wyden amendment No. 3665; Santorum 
amendment No. 3640, as modified; 
Salazar amendment No. 3645; Vitter 
amendment No. 3668; Obama amend-
ment No. 3693; Obama amendment No. 
3694; Obama amendment No. 3695; 
Obama amendment No. 3697; Menendez 
amendment No. 3675; Conrad amend-
ment No. 3715; Levin amendment No. 
3710; Schumer amendment No. 3723; 
Schumer amendment No. 3724; Cornyn 
amendment No. 3722; Cornyn amend-
ment No. 3672; Byrd amendment No. 
3708; Landrieu amendment No. 3750; 
and Landrieu amendment No. 3752. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, the point of order may be 
made en bloc at this time. 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I raise 
a point of order against these amend-
ments, that they are not germane 
under rule XXII. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair sustains the point of order with 
respect to all the amendments. 

Mr. COCHRAN. All the amendments 
that I read? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is 
correct. 

Mr. COCHRAN. My understanding is 
that the Chair sustains the point of 
order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair sustains the point of order on all 
amendments. 

Mr. COCHRAN. I thank the Chair. 
Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-

sent that when the Senate resumes the 
supplemental appropriations bill to-
morrow morning, the Senate proceed 
to consider votes on or in relation to 
the following, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate or second-degree amend-
ments: 

Thune amendment No. 3705, and 
Vitter amendment No. 3728, as modi-
fied. 

I further ask unanimous consent that 
the bill be read a third time and the 
Senate proceed to a vote on passage 
with no intervening action or debate; 
provided further that following pas-
sage, the Senate insist on its amend-
ments and request a conference with 
the House, and the Chair then be au-
thorized to appoint conferees on the 
part of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. KOHL. The supplemental appro-
priations bill now pending before the 
Senate includes nearly $4 billion in 
emergency agriculture assistance. This 
assistance is necessary for farmers and 
ranchers to recover from natural disas-
ters that have occurred over the past 
year. This assistance is not only re-
lated to the horrible storms that rav-
aged the Gulf of Mexico coast last sum-
mer, but it also will be available for 
producers across the country who have 
similarly suffered from floods, storms, 
wildfires, drought, and other severe 
weather events. 

Also included in this assistance pack-
age is a provision to provide supple-
mental economic loss payments to pro-
ducers of certain crops. The primary 
purpose of this assistance is to help 
compensate for the impact of high en-
ergy costs on agricultural producers. 
We must remember that while many 
businesses can pass on increased costs 
of production to consumers or other 
purchasers, the nature of the agri-
culture economy is such that farmers 
and ranchers are very limited in their 
ability to pass on such costs. Yet the 
costs of fuel, electricity, and other en-
ergy inputs are a very large part of the 
overall costs of agricultural production 
and when energy costs rise, as they 
have done in recent months, they put 
farming and ranching operations all 
across the country at risk. Unfortu-
nately, the provision now in the bill 
does not apply to dairy producers. 

During consideration of this supple-
mental appropriations bill by the Full 
Appropriations Committee, I pointed 
out to my colleagues that dairy pro-
ducers are suffering from high energy 
costs as are producers of crops. I ask 
the chairman of the Appropriations 
Committee, Senator COCHRAN, if he re-
calls the discussion we had on that 
topic at that time. 

Mr. COCHRAN. Yes. I say to the Sen-
ator from Wisconsin that I do recall 
that discussion. 

Mr. KOHL. It might be of interest to 
the chairman, and other Senators, to 
share some information I have received 
from the USDA Office of the Chief 
Economist on the question of how en-
ergy costs affect various types of farm-
ing operations. I asked the Chief Econ-
omist if he could provide the amounts 
that farmers pay for direct fuels costs, 
electricity, and indirect energy costs 
such as those associated with the pro-
duction of fertilizer and chemicals. Ac-
cording to that office, using the most 
recent year for which these amounts 
are available, 2004, producers of so- 
called program crops, including wheat, 
corn, feed grains, rice, cotton oilseeds, 
and peanuts, paid a total of $9.9 billion 
for these sort of energy inputs. Of that 
total, corn had the highest energy 
costs with $4.9 billion. Cotton pro-
ducers came in second at $1.7 billion. 
On the other hand, peanut producers 
paid $145 million for these same costs. 
The average energy cost for these 
seven different commodities, by com-
modity, was $707 million. 

However, I would like to point out to 
my colleagues that the energy costs of 
dairy producers, as described by the 
USDA Office of the Chief Economist, 
was $2.2 billion. While dairy production 
was not the highest single commodity 
for energy costs, it did come in second 
and was three times greater than the 
average. While these costs were high in 
2004, we all know what has happened, 
and is continuing to happen, to energy 
costs since then. 

I know the budget constraints that 
we face with regard to the pending sup-
plemental appropriations bill, and I am 
aware of the statement of President 
Bush in regard to his views on spend-
ing. However, I would like to ask the 
chairman of the Appropriations Com-
mittee for his views on this subject. I 
hope he would be willing to work with 
me in conference to ensure that in the 
event funds are provided for supple-
mental economic assistance in a man-
ner similar to what is provided in the 
pending bill, that dairy producers will 
be able to participate in a program to 
help compensate for the high energy 
and other costs facing the agriculture 
sector. 

Mr. COCHRAN. I thank the Senator 
from Wisconsin for expressing his con-
cerns and for providing the specific in-
formation regarding the effect of en-
ergy costs on agriculture. The Senator 
is correct, we will be under tremendous 
pressure in conference to limit the 
amount of spending in this bill. We all 
know how important the farming econ-
omy is to this country and how badly 
farm income is being impaired by high 
energy costs. I would tell my friend 
from Wisconsin that I will work with 
him, and other Senators, to make sure 
that all farmers are treated fairly. The 
Senator’s point about the costs affect-
ing dairy producers, along with the 
others he mentioned, is well taken, and 
I hope an accommodation can be made 
to make sure all these farmers are 
treated equitably. 

Mr. KOHL. I thank the chairman. 
ARMY MODULARITY PROGRAMS 

Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, I 
would like to engage my colleague 
from Alaska, Senator TED STEVENS, on 
a topic of importance to our Nation’s 
military and our industrial base. The 
issue of importance concerns addi-
tional funding included by the House of 
Representatives for Bradley fighting 
vehicles and Hercules improved recov-
ery vehicles. The House added $250 mil-
lion for Bradley ODS vehicles and an-
other $100 million for Hercules vehi-
cles. 

Mr. STEVENS. As the Senator from 
Pennsylvania knows, I am keenly 
aware that these are important 
modularity programs for our Nation’s 
Army. 

Mr. SANTORUM. I want to thank the 
Senator from Alaska for his efforts to 
address these and other Army pro-
grams in this supplemental appropria-
tions bill. I recognize that there are fi-
nancial limitations on what the Com-
mittee on Appropriations is able to do 
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